








In a joint effort to tackle hunger and promote environmental 
protection, Vons and the San Diego Food Bank partnered for a unique 
Earth Day event aimed at reducing the consumption of single-use 
plastic bags while tackling hunger in our community.

On Earth Day, customers at Vons stores who donated non-perishable 
food items to the SDFB received a free Vons “O Organic” reusable bag.
In addition to collecting thousands of pounds, the food drive 
promoted environmental conservation in our community. 

Special visitors to the food drive included the 8th-grade class from St. 
Charles Academy who delivered food donations and talked to the 
FOX5 news team who covered the food drive live.

Thank you Vons for your support! 

SDFB Partners With School District’s 
Summer Lunch Program 
The SDFB is partnering 
with the San Diego Unified 
School District (SDUSD) at 21 
summer lunch program sites 
across San Diego.

The program provides a free 
lunch and afternoon snack 
to low-income students who 
do not receive free school 
meals during the summer 
vacation.  

To kick-off each location, 
the SDFB is providing a food 
distribution for the parents 
at all 21 park and rec centers 
and will offer a Food Stamps 
pre-screening clinic. 

The kick-off lunch featured a BBQ for the children and parents, 
funded by SDG&E.  San Diego Charger Matt Wilhelm emceed the 
event while Hip Hop Station Z90 played cool tunes for the kids as 
they enjoyed the BBQ and entertainment provided by the Network 
for a Healthy California.   

The SDFB has 
partnered with the 
Armed Services 
YMCA to start a 
new monthly food 
distribution in 
Murphy Canyon, 
home to the 
nation’s largest 
military housing 
community of 
about 2,700 homes.

Every month an SDFB truck will deliver food to the 
site and ASYMCA volunteers will distribute the food 
to local residents. Although the distribution service 
is open to everyone, the majority of recipients will be 
military families.

At the launch of the new distribution in May, the 
Armed Services YMCA provided free bagels and coffee 
for moms while they waited in line, and children 
played with balloon animals made by costumed 
entertainers.

The distribution will help hundreds of military families 
every month who are struggling to get by. One 
military wife and mother of four, Dotty Zigler, 31, said 
people shouldn't be surprised to learn that some 
service members need the donated food, particularly 
during the recession. “There is a preconceived idea 
that people in the military are more well-off than they 
actually are.”

The distribution will be held on the fourth Thursday 
every month from 10 a.m. to noon. For more 
information on how you can help or donate visit: 
www.sandiegofoodbank.org  

New SDFB Partnership 
Targets Military Families

Vons Hosts Earth Day Food Drive 

St. Charles Academy students donated food and received 
reusable bags at Liberty Station Vons.



Thank You Volunteers 
Thousands of people volunteer at the San Diego Food 
Bank every month. We are grateful to the individuals 
and groups who help us sort, bag and box food; clean 
our warehouse; and provide administrative support in 
the office. A big ‘thank you’ to the groups listed below 
for your help supporting our mission! 

High Tech High
Rancho Bernardo High
Rotaract Club at UCSD
Ruth’s Chris Steak House

Jakes Del Mar
Latham & Watkins
Macy’s
Scripps Research Institute

In May, the San Diego 
Food Bank received 
the 2009 Champion of 
Mental Health Award at 
the San Diego Mental 
Health Recognition 
Dinner attended by 
over 650 mental health 
professionals. 

The San Diego Food 
Bank was nominated for 
its work with 16 mental 
health day centers and 
residential care facilities 
called “clubhouses.”

Every week representatives from these 16 agencies collect 
food from the Food Bank to cook on-site for their clients. 

Many of these agencies have received food from the SDFB 
for several years and some for nearly a decade. 

The SDFB is honored to be recognized for our services to 
the mental health community.

SDFB Receives 2009 
Champion of Mental Health 
Award

SDFB Chairman “Mitch” Mitchell 
Receives LEAD Regional 
Stewardship Award
SDFB Chairman Eugene 
“Mitch” Mitchell was 
awarded the Ronald 
Kendrick Regional 
Stewardship Award 
at the 2009 LEAD 
Visionary Awards 
dinner in May. 

Mitchell received 
the award for his 
outstanding leadership 
of the San Diego Food 
Bank since 2006. 

Established in 1981, 
LEAD San Diego is one 
of the oldest and most 
prestigious community 
leadership organizations in the nation and is highly regarded 
throughout the greater San Diego region. 

LEAD San Diego’s influential members represent all sectors of 
our community and are dedicated to providing leadership that is 
dynamic, meaningful, and relevant.

Long Term Volunteer Honored 
for Services to SDFB
The San Diego Food Bank
honored long-term 
warehouse volunteer,
Honioro “Oreo” Martinez, for
his services to the SDFB.
Oreo volunteers full-time,
40 hours a week, in the 
warehouse.

He has served the SDFB for 
8 years in our marketplace, 
distributing food, unloading 
food, and undertaking a 
myriad of warehouse duties. 

Co-workers remark that Oreo always goes the extra mile and 
always has a smile on his face.  To date Oreo has worked over 
16,000 hours for the  SDFB. 

Programs Director, Vanessa Franco, presented Oreo with a plaque 
honoring him for invaluable services to our mission. 

Thank You Donors
A special thank you to our donors 
Hervey Family Fund at the San Diego Foundation    $100,000
Norris Foundation                                                              $25,000        
Price Family Charitable Fund                                          $25,000
Thomas C. Ackerman Foundation                                $25,000
Price-Lynn Collaborative Fund                                       $12,500
Leichtag Family Foundation
     /Jewish Community Foundation                              $10,000
Intuit                                                                                         $5,000
Union Bank                                                                             $5,000 

Event chair Vicky Carlson and Sempra’s 
Jesse Knight (right) present the 

award to Mitchell.

CEO “Scody” Hage (left) receives 
the award on behalf of the SDFB.


